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25X1 X 

Xo One of the functions of the Bureau of State Security in North Korea Is 
th# censorship of eetmmuiil cations 0 including both domestic and foreign 
aailo Special attention la given to correspondence addreas&d to South 
Korea* 


S* S±txm th© beginning of March 2950 n stricter oonsorohip methods hrve been 
put into effect e The reason for increased eoientifie examination of- mall 
ia believed fey North Korean residents to be the fact fchat a as ©eo unity 
reetxletiona have yaducod the number of border ©roasera * and consequently 
the number of vert a 1 isoasn^oa carried between north and south,, ©or© iaforaatifsa 
is being transmitted by mail* Special representative© of the Bureau of 
State Security are stationed in post offices to examine all mil arriving 
from South Korea „ and letters are treated chemically to ascertain whether 
they have any secret writing* Outgoing correspondence te South Korea 
1» likewise thoroughly examined* 


5* Heoords are kept of political and ideological statement© which are suspect 
and ideological tendencies shown in correspondence are carefully studied. 
Some recipients of suspicious letters have been detained by the police 
until the letters were cleared, and others whoso correspondents was capable 
of unfavorable political interpretation have been charged as reactionaries 
and punished* 

4o Tw# examples ere CHON Chung >«ySng C'f If flj ) 9 a building contractor in 

Sfonsan (127~86„ 39-10) and KJM Gh^ang-chua { 'f % Itt)^ manager csf a noodle 
sfaep la »MJ>ak-al < J 1 ' ,rj, Vaun, CH&J was arrroatad at thro broginniug 

Q>t March 1950 beeaus® hs rscoived a 1st tar from a nephov who nartages a 
tailor ahop la Chuncho® ( 187-44 „ 37-58) „ South Korea „ KM was arrastad 
approximately 5 March on suspicion of being an informant of tha South Korea® 
army,, after he received a letter from a relative in the South Korean army 
inquiring about his health,, It Is believed that KXM’s case will be tried 
in the Vooplo’a Court.. More than tea other persons are under detention in 
the Bureau ox State Seeurity jail as a result of receiving letter* from 
South ^orwmo 


Becauffi® of the ©©verity of mail oenaorship and the repressive measures that 
have been taken against correspondents p fewer persons ars writing to South 
Korea. The increased strictness of outgoing mail censorship is attributed 
to official desire to conceal the declining economic situation in North K«r*a 0 


STATE 

k NAVY $ 

^ NSRB 


ARMY § 

$!?*!* J 

1 |rat 



This document is hereby graded U* 
CONFIDENTIAL in accoidance with Hi&| 
letter of 16 October 1978 from the 
Director of Central Intelligence to the| 

Arch Xj>P%v!<V^or Mi 

Next Preview Date: 2008 


tease 2 







